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PERSONAL A"- 3 L'OYSTER SHELLS.TELEGRAPHIC EBEOES.THE SOUTHERN HERALD, pened, and I began to laugh. 1 eouldat
help 11 'Why,' I said, this message

HOME MINTS AND HELPS.

Use turpentine and machine oil te

INDIA'S PRECIOUS STONES.

IMaeevmd, Sonet line, hf Paraans Ira,
rant at Their Valae.

An old traveler who has been over
half the world showed a reporter

3

Mrs. el
Just died at litis:.;;.;, U I.,
hundred years, m.i.ie ,v:
clothes and performed hrr
work until she was n.nvrv v .i --

Prof. Harriet C ook, pr t

history In torne' I, n i t "
ever honored - a t e ,

pay with. mrL pn-- i " -

taught in Curni'.l t" ' t

The we 11 know n 1 ti "
er prophet Horace J .i.- n. i f x

Ilttddam, who pri 1

blizzard, and whose wej'Vr 1

was printed to or t ee t a i

in the State papers, has beo i r '

Paul Lklaw, the (.er i t

is about to Tuut this eountrv n is ex-

pected to write a bonk stut us n--

he gets back home. The book wi:i l e

novel enough if it follows t.se
dent set by foreign travelers hi t- !-

land generally.
A sensational story was !

Berlin recently that Barou (.

Rothschild had been sent to Auix rs on
account of the condition of . & lititid.
It was also said that the Baron l t

20,000,000 francs lately by spevulat.'!4
In Paris and in London, and that sinee
1884 he had lost 800,000,000 franca.

AnothtrNew York society woman
who has gained a substantial name in
the world of letters, and whose nvrat
publication of "The Aoglo-roaniac- s'

has given her wide fame, is Mrs. Bur-

ton Harrison. She Is a very pretty,
vivacious lady, whose winning minuier
are a great charm. Mrs. Harrison is of

Virginia birth and education nnd low

long been known as a successful writer
of plays and sketches.

Mr and Mrs. Stanley have reason to
remember Toronto pleassnt'y. They
were In the city Just seven hours, dur-

ing which time they were the biggest
people in the town. The Ontario So-

ciety of Artists gave them a reception,
presenting to M ra. Stanley a handsome
album of paintings. Mrs. Stanley made

graceful little speech of thanks. T hn
artists gave her three Canadian-Britis- h

cheers, and every body was supremely
happy. , .

Francis the Second of Naples, that
luckless Bourbon dunee whuee throne
Garibaldi overthrew In 18(10, and who is
said to be one of Daudet's "kinirs in

exile," still lives in aimless oumXort in

Paris, where his sole activity is walking
once a day from His apartment to tnu
Church of St Philippe to say his prayers.
He Is rather small and insignificant In

appearance, and looks like a pensioned
bank clerk rather than a "monarch re-

tired from business." I

William Westale, the novelist, lives
at High Standing, Loughton, and is a
Lancashire man. Ue was born in lb...
In appearance he is slight and slim,
about five feet ive Inches high, with
grayish hair, much wrinkled forehea--

bngnt blue eyes, straight nose, a soit.
silky grayish beard, which delight an
Eastern cadi. He speaks very clearly
and emphatically, and it is evident that
he has a good deal of reserve force.
When describing a scene his eyes light
up, and you can not fail to feel that he
is seeing the whole thing as he speaks.
He has a great fund of humor, and
every now and then some quaint little
story comes out He practically began
to write stories when he was In his
teens. Then be contributed to the loca I

papers.

HUMOROUS.

"What's the material in a porous
plaster worth?" "About a cent."
"And they charge twenty-flv- e cents for
'em? Holes must come- high." Har-

per's Bazar.
Considerate Jinks. Blinks (during

heavy rain) "Did you run over and
ask Jinks for that umbrella 1 loaned
him last night ?" Office Boy "Yes
sir. He says he's very sorry, but .the
umbrella is wet yet, and wouldn't like
to return it in that condition. ' He says
he'll carry it home and dry it
by the fire." Good News.

A Little Mistake. "It is really too
bad how miserably that new cafe is
lighted. The other night I selected the
finest overcoat that I could find, put it
on, and went homo. It fitted me as if
it had been made for me. But what do
you think I found when I got where
there was a goo4 light but that it was

my own!" Fliegende Blatter.
Why Madge Blushed. Tommy (at

the breakfast table) "Madge, 1 think
Mr. Cutely Is a 'jim dandy.' " Madge
"Why so?" Tomwiy "He gave me ten
cents not to tell what happened in the
hall last night, an I ain't goin to.
And just then Madge thought she heard
the kettle in the kitchen boiling over,
and hurried out to investigate. N. Y.
Herald

"Doesn't this company advert isc t h nt
it is running trains to Bigvillc?" asked
a depressed-lookin- g man, as he entered
the railway office. "Yes, sir. Have
you a complaint to make?" "I have.
I object to the misuse of language.
Call It 'crawl' or 'creep' or "wriggle,'
but don't 1 beg of you, ooimnue to
dazze the public mind by employing the
word 'run.'" Washington Post.

A Wee Wiggins. Visitor "Well,
my little man, rather cold weather we're
having, aren't we?" Little Man (gloom
ily) "Yes. It's goin' to be the hardest
kind of a winter, and we'll have snow
an1 ice all next spring, an' no summer
weather till the Fourth of July." "Item!
How do you know all that?'' "'Cause
I didn't get any sled or skates this
Christmas nothin' bnt toy bo-it- s snd
fish poles and such things." X. y.
Weekly.

Very Suspicious. Sagacious Em-

ployer"! fear, Mr. ToojrrKHl, I shall
have to diaperi" with yonr ten-lrn.-

New Clerk "Why, sir, I know 1 have
only been here a week, but hne I not
during this time been thoroughly faith-
ful to your interests?" Kmptever --

"Oh, you have been faithful enonii am!

capable enough, Vint " New ( i k -

"Hvrt what, sir?" Employer "Well. T

sawyoutake a postage stamp out of ts.n
drawer, yesterday." New Clerk s.

sir, but I put t ') erf i:l i

Employer That's j f' ' I . t
derstsnd. I pi:ei. t
V .1. f.

The Various Caee ta Which th Enarwovs
Uoaatttlee Are Pat.

It has been estimated that 33.000,000
bushels of oysters are opened annually
in the United States, and that this rep-
resents an accumulation of shells
amounting to not less than 243,890.000
cubic feet, which if spread out would
cover a space of more than 4"0,00Q yards
square to a depth of three feet

No doubt the majority of persons who
have assisted in eating the oysters con-
tained in this enormous amount of
shells seldom give a thought as to what
becomes of these rough, uncouth cov-

erings. A few, perhaps, if questioned
on the subject would be likely to re-

ply that the only way in which
they had seen them utilized was in fill-

ing np and making roads, embankments
and wharves. Nevertheless, this is but
one of their many uses, as they are ex
tensively employed in making "stools"
for new oyster beds, by spreading them
on the bottom of the bays and other
bodies of water in which oysters are
propagated, thus forming a bed upon
which the spawn settles and grows into
maturity. 1 hey are also converted into
lime, serve as ballast for vessels, and
made into fertilizers. In addition to
this they play an important part In the
poultry yard, where, in a powdered
form, they are much sought after by
those engaged In raising fowls of every
kind.

The early colonists used nothing but
oyster-she- ll lime, and in many parts of
New bngland there still exist mills and
kilns devoted entirely to the industry
of converting the suclls into that ma
terial. They have been used in mak
ing a hydraulic cement, when mixed
with clay and magnesia, and gave per
fect satisfaction, not only in laying
drains, coating cisterns and the like.
but also in making garden vases, fount
ains and other ornamental objects ex-

posed to the elements.
That these shells have been used for

fertilizing purposes for hundreds of

years is evidenced by the fact that
even now, in some portions of
Canada, what is called "mussel-
mud" is dug out of the remains of
extinct oyster-bed- s by huge machines
adopted to the purpose, and spread in
thick layers over the land. This is
merely a survival of an old custom, as
we are told that in early times they
were laboriously dredged out and used
for the same purpose.

Mr. Ernest Itigersoll, a noted author
ity on the history of this favorite
bivalve, states that "along Pamlico
Sound, in North Carolina, when the
weuther becomes warm and there is no
employment for their boats, the fisher-- 1

men rake up boat loads oi rough
'bunch' or 'coon oysters' and carry them
to the farmers to be sold and used as a
fertilizer, for which from three to five
cents a bushel Is paid." These "coon"
oysters are seldom eaten, but are found
in immense quantities in Southern
waters, every stake, bit of sunken log,
or the branches of fallen trees being
loaded down with them.

In the Northern and Ensern States the
immense mounds of oyster, clam and
mussel shells found in various localitie
along the coast prove Inexhaustible
mines for agriculturists, who use them
as a for their farms. In the
neighborhood of Damariscotta, Me.
there are mounds which are estimated
to contuin not less than f, 000,000 cubic
feet of shells a lasting monument to
the red man's partiality for crustaceous
food Prior to being used the shell
must be burned, which is done in rude,
home-mad- e kilns. A very amusing
story is told by Mr. Ingersoll relative
to the discovery of an old kiln which
was thought by its scientific finders to
be an aboriginal house until they found
the half of a well-bake- d brick at the
lM)ttom of the structure. Detroit Free
Press.

A SATIRE ON TALLEYRAND.

Home Contemporary Abuae of the French
Ntateaman.

Talleyrand during his long and varied
political career was. perhaps, the best--

ubused man in all Europe. His lame
ness, of which he was extremely sensi-
tive, afforded his enemies a vulnerable
spot at which to direct their darts an
opportunity of which they meanly took
advantage. There is a story that dur-

ing Talleyrand's brief tenure of office
under the Directory, Mewbell, one of
the Directors, one day flung an inkstand
at his head, exclaiming:

"Miserable emigre, your intellect is as

greatly warped as your foot.
This incident gave rise to the follow

ing lines which were published in the

Where at the bloodstained board export he
purs,

The Imne artificer of fraudfl and lies;
He with the mitred crown and cloven heel.
Doomed the coarse edge of Rcwbell's Jests

to feel,
To stund the playful buffet, and to hear
The frequent Inkstand whizzing by bis ear;
While all the five Directors laugh to aee
The limping priest so deft at his new min

Istry.
But Talleyrand had his revenge. He

lived to aid in the overthrow of the Di

rectory, as he had aided in the over
throw of governments that had preceded
it, and was destined to aid in the over-
throw of other government which were
to come.

Louis XVIII., complimenting Talley
rand one day upon his abilities, asked
him how he had contrived first to over-
turn the Directory, and finally Bona
parte. The wily diplomat replied, with
charming simplicity: "Really, sire, I
have had nothing to do with this. There
is something inexplicable about me
which brings k on the govern
ments that neglect me." Century.

Hustlers Both. .

"We got the dead wood on you in car
account of the Smixer execution," said
editor number one. "We were on the
streets with our account five minutes
after he was pronounced dead."

"Tut," said editor plumber two. "We
had onr account on sale two hours be
fore the execution took place." Mun- -

sey s Weekly. '

It's a bad idea to lock the stable
door after the horse Is stolen. What if
the thief should repent and bring back
the horse 7 Jiinghamtoij leaden

has been botched. I wrote no such
stuff as that' 'What did you write,
then?' she demanded Then I told her
that what I bad really written was:
Shall dine with Billy Smith, an old

pal of mine, who has just returned
from Europe. Will be late. Don't

ait for me. Those infernal operators
had butchered it I've got the original
message. In view of the sircumstances
the manager of the telegraph office
consented to lend it to me. My wife
was pretty well satisfied, but I wanted
to convince her absolutely. After this

shall endeavor to write plainer and
shall certainly avoid the use of slang

words."
The explanation in this ease is that

the B in "Billy" and the p In "pal"
were probably badly written. But the
substitution of "itty" for "illy" and of
an 1 for a t in "wait" was undoubtedly
the faulf of the operators. There is

similarity between the Morse char
acters which stand for the letters 1 and
t, and they are frequently confused by
young operators. L is represented by
a long dash and t by a short one, and
double t or double 1, when sent too
close together, make tho letter m, so
that It was quite possible for the law-

yer's wife to have been Informed, or,
rather misinformed, that her husband
intended to dine with an individual of
the peculiar name of "Bimy" Smith or
'Kimy". Smith, or even "Bitty" Smith or
'Killy"Smith, Instead of "Kitty" Smith.

Such palpable errors are, of course,

only made by very green operators.
An experienced man, unless his wits
were off would make
some Inquiries of the sender, which
would probably result in a correction.

Two callow young operators made an
explanation necessary from a New
York newspaper man recently, lie was
to be married in the West Before

leaving town he devoted several days to
searching over Brooklyn for s flat, be-

ing assisted in the search by a young
married woman, the friend of his be-

trothed. Upon leaving his office one

morning about two o'clock he sent the
Brooklyn lady a telegram, which, he
expected would be delivered to her
about 8:80 or nino o clock in the morn

ing. The dispatch was worded apolo-

getically: "Will be over to worry you
this afternoon.

Tho message was "bulled" on its way
across the East river and a meaning of
so much Importance was given to it
that the Brooklyn operator rushed It
out, the message boy arriving at the
houso at about four a. m. Tho hus
band of the lady got out of bed to an
swer the bell. By a further mistake of
tho delivery department the envelope
was addressed to the husband. lie
opened it and was astonished to read

Mrs. : Will be over to marry
you this afternoon."

When a man is awakened from a
sound sleep and Informed that his wife
is to be married to a young man who,
he has had every reason to beliovo, was
to be married to a young lady in the
West, he is apt to conclude that he isn't
awake after alL No one who has not
experienced It can realize how very
startling it is. It was tho first his wlfo
had heard of it. They racked their
brains for a solution of the puzzle. It
wasn't solved, however, until the young
newspaper man arrived

A lynching was nearly precipitated
by the error of a Kansas operator some
time ago. It was only averted by the
discovery that there was no one to
lynch. A young farmer was called

away from home for a few days. His
wife went to visit her brother in a town
near by during his absence. Tho third
day her husband telegraphed her: "Big
ball, meet me nt mehita t.

There was to be a dance and he wanted
his wife to attend. This was a splen-
did opportunity for the imp of mischief
whocauses telegraphic "bulls. lie tam
pered with the message so that when
the farmer a wife read it, it said: "nig
Bill got me at Wichita

Her instant and very natural con
clusion was that her husband had
either been captured or shot, or both,

by a desperado named "Big Bill. Her
brothers agreed with her, and the wholo

family and a number of neighbors, all
heavily armed, took the first train for
Wichita to rescue the husband and
hang "Big Bill." The husband was
waiting calmly at the station for his
wife. The vigilance committee de
manded "Big Bill," and were not at all
satisfied with the husband for standing
there free and uninjured. Tho brothers
criticised him severely because he
wasn't kidnaped, and announced that
In their opinion he was guilty of rank
deception. A fight was prevented by1

his wife's intervention and an explana
tion.

A gentleman in San Francisco learned
that an estimable lady In Los Angeled
had suddenly lost all her property and
was in a condition of actual want He

telegraphed to a friend, a lawyer of
Los Angeles: "Assist Mrs. immed-

iately." The word "assist" was changed
to "arrest," and the poor woman's
misery was increased by a night in a
prison cell.

"Send me tenderloins," said a mes-

sage received by a New York sporting)
man from a friend In Philadelphia. It
should have read: "Send me ten dol-

lars." The New York man replied:
"What do you mean?" and the Phila-

delphia man was so indignant at such a
response to his request that the friend-

ship was severed for nearly a year.
A gentleman with the dignified name

of Cyrus T. Nixon was shocked to have
a message handed to him addressed
"Circus T. Nixon." A wholesale produce
merchant received a message from a re-

tail customer, saying: "Your 8990 are
No. 900 D." It should have been: "Your
eggs are bo good." The delivery

of the New Orleans West-

ern Union office was mystified by a
message addressed to Blyannon street
It turned out to be 80 Cannon street

Absolute accuracy will proltably
never come. It certainly will not as
long as telegraphers have debts, love

affairs, good intentions, base-bal-l, horse
races and countless other subjects to
occupy their minds while they are re-

ceiving or sending dispatches in the
contents of which they can have no pos-

sible interest,

polish your sewing machine, and rub
briskly.

A thort cap after meals is strongly
be advised; bodily and mental exer-

tion, at least should never be attempt-
ed at this time.

Baked Custard: One quart of milk.
four egs, whites and yelks beaten sep-

arately; sweeten and flavor to taste
with nutmeg; bake in a dish of water.

Christian Inquirer.
The best way to preserve old boots

is never to use blacking of any sort, but
have the boots brushed, or if very
muddy wiped with a damp cloth or
sponge, then carefully gone over wit 4

little dubbing.
Whatever your lamp, as a decora

tion to the room it will owe much to Its
shade. Do not let this be out of joint

ith the other coloring about it Yel
low in its different shades is always a
satisfactory color. Elaborate decora-
tions on lamp-shade- s only catch dust
and become dingy.

Tomato Soup: Mix two tablespoon--

fuls of butter with one of flour and stir
it smoothly into one-ha- lf pint of milk.
Put one teaspoonful of soda into one

pint of tomatoes and cook thoroughly.
Add one quart of milk (or nearly that)
and seasoning. Let it come to a boil.
Strain if desired Serve hot with
toasted bread or crackers. Detroit
Free Press.

Beef Roll: One two-poun-d can of
roast beef, cleared of gristle and
stringy matter, six soda crackers
rolled fine, one tablespoon of salt one
teaspoon of pepper, summer savory or
sage to taste, and two eggs. Chop the
beef very fine, add crackers and season
ing and break in the eggs; mold Into a
roll and bake to a good brown; slice
when cold.

Oatmeal Flour Gems: Oatmeal
flour one cup, wheat-flou- r one-ha- lf cup,
one and one-ha- lf teaspoonfuls baking
powder, one egg, one cupful milk, one- -

half teaspoonful salt Sift the oatmeal,
wheat-flou- r, baking powder and salt
Beat the egg and add to the milk; stir
into the dry ingredients, and beat well.
Bake in hot oven In gem pans. Ladies
Home Journal.

Some ingenious young women make
pretty and convenient work-boxe- s out
of a Scotch cap. One
of soft gray tones is lined with pale
pink silk and finished on the head band
with the inevitable little bow which in
this case is a rosette that seems the
sine qua non to a woman's decorative
scheme. The cup rests by its own

weight conveniently open on a work
table, and forms a really capacious and
safo pocket for spools, thimbles and
odds and ends, while the soft exterior
offers an attractive needle cushion.

Muffins of Stale Bread. Stale bread
is apt to accumulate in every family.
and an economical housekeeper will dis
pose of it in some manner before it
molds. The following'reclpe teaches an
easy way to get rid of it, and will be
found reliable: Take a quart loaf of

bread, slice it, and put it in a bowl and
pour on sufficient water to cover it and
let it stand until well soaked; then press
the water from it, and mash the bread
until no lumps remain; add two thor
oughly-beate- n eggs, two tablespoon fuls
of flour, one of melted butter or lard a
little salt a very small portion of soda
(unless the bread or milk is sour, when
more will be required), and milk enough
to make it into a stiff batter. Bake in
muffin rings or drop from a spoon upon
a griddle. Prairie r artner.

SKIRTS AND GOWNS.

New Notions In Trlmmlns; and Catting
Cloth Dresses.

Scalloped edges falling over a facing,
quilting or runle, is tho only trimming
on many cheviot dresses, with the
bodice edge to correspond, and both
bound with silk braid. Heavy cloth
skirts are often made without a lining
to reduce the weight. Except with a
few, skirts are not worn to touch the
ground. An attempt at panier drapery
is made in a few French dresses, but it
will hardly take before the summer
season, when light-weig- materials
are worn. Plain, slightly gathered,
plaited or "broken" fronts are worn;
the latter has a few crosswise plaits at
the belt and side seams to break the
fullness Into graceful folds. A silk and
cashmere gown has the front and sides
of the skirt in five panels divided by
single box-plai- of the second material.
The bodice has the upper part of the
sleeves and front, of the silk, with
cashmere for the close under-sleeve-

and loose fronts draped on each
shoulder with velvet rosettes, cut low- -

necked and drawn around the point on
the bias so as to fit without any reams.
Passementerie edges the high silk col

lar, low cashmere neck and sleeves.
Full backs are box or or
gathered in a small space. Several
skirt backs have been lifted up over the
pointed bodice and apparently held
there by a rosette of velvet A fan- -

plaited back sets better If lined with
crinoline. Princesse effects appear in a
polonaise that has a princesse back cut
with wide extensions at the waistrime,
which are laid in great hollow box- -

plaits to form sufficient fullness, while
the left front fits closely, and the right
front is lapped over in folds from the
shoulder to the left, where a large vel
vet rosette finishes the effect Ths
trimming is placed down this side open
ing and continues around the foo- t-
Ladies' Home Journal.

A Pretty Dinner Drees.
A very pretty and graceful dinner

dress is of white Theodora cloth.
trimmed with embroidery. The front
princesse, losing itself under a drapery
which is placed over the bosom snd
drawn back to the center by a gold
buckle. A large Medicis collar, which
loses itself under a scarf of monsseline
dc soie. The trimming of embroidery,
forming a corselet cut out toward the
top and open over the front. A pattern
of embroidery is placed at the top of the
back. The sleeves short and full, ter
minated sod drawn in with a pattern of

embroidery formed as a bracelet. The
back of the cortuce is terminated by a
pothered sKirt. t mc?j i,t

They Have Caused Fun, Sorrow
and Lobs of Money.

Thousands of errors have been made
In telegraphic messages, says the New
York Times. In fact, a day rarely
passes without a good many of them
occurring. Some of them have caused
much amusement, some have caused
tears and some have caused serioua
financial loss. They are not always
due to inexpert operators. It Is a re
markable fact that during the preva
lence of bad weather, or what are
known as "electrical storms," which
are thorns in the side of every chief op-
erator for while they continue wires
become as unreliable as a fickle woman

dots and daab.es have been so shifted
as to cause a receiver to put down a
word totally different from the onj
transmitted by the sender. That, how-

ever, does not occur often.
The faulty penmanship of hurried

businessmen and others who use the
telegraph is also responsible for many
of the errors. Operators are compelled
to rigidly "follow copy," and if a word
Is Indistinct they send whatever it seema
to them to look like, no matter bow
blind their reading may make the eon- -
text. Besides, some messages pass
through a number of hands.

The telegraph companies persistently
print at the top of their message blnnks
a warning that they are not responsi-
ble for mistakes in transmission, and
they also proffer, tn very small type,
the advice that "to guard against mis
takes or delays the sender of a message
should order it repeated; that is, tele-

graphed back to tho originating office
tor comparison," at an additional charge
of one-ha- lf tho regular rate. The no-tic- o

has steadily adorned the blanks in
spite of court decisions that the com'
punuts are responsible for errors,
whether the messages are repeated or
not, and in spite of the additional fact
that it is rarely read, or, if it Is, the in
tercst excited is only casual Nobody
ever seems to accept the advice regard
ing repetition. An operator, speaking
of the old notice recently, said that in
an experience of fifteen years he had
never seen but one message, bearing the
order to repeat, and it was regarded as
a great curiosity. This message fell a
victim to excessive caution. It was
bound from New York to San Francis
co. It contained but one word, the lit
tle word "Yes." It was religiously re-

peated back from every relay station
between the Atlantlo and Pacific, but
by some misfortune, due to a second of
abstraction on the part of an operator
or to a timely but unfortunate "flip" of
the Instrument, the word was changed
to "No." A big row ensued and an op
erator In New York nearly lost his po
sition.

The financial losses that have been
caused by telegraph blunders have been
due mostly to the changing around of
amounts. There have been Instances
where an order to buy has been changed
in transmission into an order to sell.
But generally, if there is a mistake, it
is in tho figures. To make the likeli
hood of error as slight as possible,
amounts expressed In figures by the
original writer of a message are usually
spelled out and expressed in words by
the operators. Even this precaution
does not always avail, however. It is
comparatively easy for poor handwrit
ing and careless transmission to change
fifteen to fifty, or twenty to thirty, or
fifty to sixty. There was a mistake of
this character perpetrated In Washing
ton some tinio ago. It caused no loss,
but that was ltecause of good luck. A
grocery firm in the capital city sent an
order to a wholesale house in Baltimore
for fifteen barrels of "A" sugar. The
next morning the grocery firm received
a shipping bill which contained the in
formation that fifty barrels of "A"
sugar had been shipped to them "as per
order.

As the sugar was by that time In
Washington, the firm, having Investi
gated and discovered that the mistake
was not theirs, notified the manager of
the telegraph office that the company
must take the extra thirty-fiv-e barrels
off their hands. The manager told the
operator who sent the message about
the notice. While the responsibility
for the blunder, as between the sender
in Washington and the receiver in Bal
timoreIt was undoubtedly the fault of
the latter had not been settled, the
Washington operator, who was of
speculative disposition, requested the
manager to delay his answer. Then he
ran around to find a friend who was in
the sugar business, and inquired as to
the future of sugar prices. He learned
that there was a strong probability of
an immediate and material advance
He Informed the manager that he re
called that the mistake was his, and
that be was prepared to pay the penalty
for it by taking the sugar. The firm
turned over the thirty-fiv-e barrels to
the operator. Two hours later they
too, beard that sugar was going up.
They sent the operator word that they
would relieve him of his load if he
wished. lie replied that he was very
much obliged to them, but they needn'
trouble themselves. The next morn
lng he sold his sugar at a good profit,
took the money to the races and lost it.

The wifely reproaches which a gay
young New York lawyer encountered
on reaching his home late one night
were undoubtedly due in the main to
his own poor handwriting, but a care
less operator was also responsible for
them. He related toe experience the
next day.

"It was two o'clock when I reached
home," he said. "My wife met me at
the door. I saw at once that she was
very angry. She handed me a. tele
gram and asked freezingly: 'What
the meaning of this? I said! 'Why,
my dear, what's wrong? That's prob
ably the message I sent yon In the af
ternoon.' 'It is,' she answered. 'Please
read it and explain.' I read it To
mv astonishment it read: 'Shall dine
with Kitty Smith, an old gal of mine,
who has just returned from Europe,
Will be late. Don't wail for me.V

" 'I wouldn't wail for the best man
that ever lived,' said my wife, and she
began to cry.

"I realized at once what ha4 hap
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GEO. F. WEBB,

Attorney at Law,
Office In the Butler Building, Liberty,

Amite County, Miss.

D. C. BRAM LETT,

ail
RtMMin

III :j ::i b at hw,

WOODV1LLE, MISS.

Will practice in all the Courts ot
Amite and adjoiningeountles, and in the
Supreme Court at Jackson.

theo. Mcknight, Jr.,

Attorney at Law,
LIBERTY, MISS.

Will practice in all the Courts of
Amite and ad joining counties, and in the
Supremo ana federal Courts at Jackson.

E. H. RATCLIFF,

Attorney at Law,
ULOSTER, MISS.

Will practice In all the Courts of
Amite and adjoining oountios and in the
supreme Court at Jackson.

-- DEALERS IN--

uiiincry Goods

Ladies' Wear, Mioss, Sic.

HATS and BONNETS

6hsped and Trimmed on Short No-

tice and In the Latest Styles.

jPATUONAGE SOLICITED.

Liberty, MlsrfbsN.ppi,

Harden & Jones,
-- DEALERS I-N-

Tombs,

Monuments,

Headstones,
Cemetery Railings

Cleaning and Itcpalring Marble
a Specially.

3T Send for photos and prices.
"

MAGNOLIA, MISSISSIPPI.

St. Louis, Missouri.

w. r. Mcdowell,': : A gent.
; Amite County, Miss.

HOTEL
And Livery Stable,

"
.. MBERTT, MISS. :

The oaaersigned begs to announce
Hat he is now prepared to receive
bsarders and entertain toe traveling
public. Fare the best the market af
fords. He is also prepared to meet the
wants of the public in the way of feed-

ing, stabling and grooming stock which
may be entrusted to his care. Charges
reasonable, uive me trial,

THOMAS WAJUJNG.
Liberty, Sept. S3,

handsome uncut ruby the other day. to
This, he said, "is from Jndia. and was

given me by a friend who found it while
out shooting.

Precious stones, ae said, were still
numerous in certain districts in India,
but the raiahs who own the property
were very jealous of all strangers, and
resented intrusionson their territory by
every means in their power. Neverthe-
less every now and then a fine specimen
was found by some sportsman of way
farer.

The traveler told of a party of En
glish officers who went out shooting one
day on one of these estates, but they
managed to bag very little game. On
their way back in the afternoon one
of them came across a stone resembling

nodule, which he picked up and
dashed upon a rock. The stone broke
into a dozen pieces, and out dropped a
beautiful, brilliant pebble. This peb-
ble the young Englishman, who was a
tourist, picked up, and, after examin
ing it was about to throw it away
again, but changed his mind and thrust
it into his pocket remarking: "1 11 keep
this thing as a memento of my isit to
this place where a fellow can hardly
find any thing to shoot you know.

When he arrived at Bombay, this En
glish tourist dropped into a jeweler's
store to have his watch repaired. In
taking it out he found the stone in the
same pocket, he threw it upon the
counter and remarked to the jeweler.
'Aw, here's a nice stone I came across.

what'U you give me for it?"
The head of the firm took up the

stone, and as he examined it his eyes
opened wider and wider. After hum
ming and hawing awhile, he said: "1 11

give you 100 rupees for it."
Had the jeweler offered the tourist

shilling for the stone the latter would
simply have told him to take the stone
and keep the shilling and be Mowed, as
up to that moment he thought it was
only a piece of crystaL But the offer of
100 rupees awoke his suspicions, and he
quickly guessed that it was a real, fine
diamond. Taking it from the jeweler's
hand he exclaimed with a laugh: "I
dare say you would give me 100 rupees.
and perhaps a trifle more, but I'm going
to take it to England with me." On his
arrival in London he sold the diamond
for 3,000.

A fakir walking along one of the
wards in the same district also chanced
to pick up a fine large diamond that
had been washed out of the ground by
a heavy shower and lay glistening and
blazing in the sun. lie tied it up In a
rag and put it into his empty tobacco
pouch and continued on his way to
town. Fakirs In India have little
money as a rule, and this par
ticular faker had none at all, but
he did have a strong craving for a quiet
smoke. So he betook himself to a
Parsee tobacconist and asked how much
tobacco he would let him have for a pret-
ty stone that showed green and red and
blue lights. The dealer asked to see the
stone and immediately recognized it as
a diamond of the first water.

"Uncle," he remarked to the fakir,
"since you are a poor man I'll give you
a whole handful ot tooacco, ' ana ne
grasped a handful and thrust it into the
fakir s pouch.

'Sly son, replied the fakir, "I have
traveled a long distance, and am jrery
tired. This is a beautiful stone, and
you ought to give me at least three
hanusful of tobacco.

After some further haggling the Par- -

see agreed to keep the Btone, after ex
acting from the fakir a promise to keep
quiet about the matter. The Parsee
sent the stone to an associate in Bom
bay, where it was sold for 2,000. N.
Y. Times.

8oap for Mosquito ltltes.
A German chemist, after a somewhat

learned dissertation on the variouskinds
of mosquitoes and their respective char
acteristics and virulence, condescends
to give a useful piece of practical infor
mation. He Bays that of the various
remedies recommended for mosquito
bites, such as ammonia, oil ot cloves,
chloroform, carbolized glycerine, etc.,
none is better than ordinary soap. He
is an ardent naturalist, and on his fre-

quent excursions in the country he in
variably carries a small piece of soap.
with which, in case of a bite, he makes
a lather all over the affected part and
ailowB it to dry on. Ho almost invaria
bly finds that the relief is instantaneous,
and that all pain soon ceases. Should
It continue, however, as sometimes hap
pens, it is only necessary to repeat the
application. Chicago News.

The Moflern Job.
'Well, I declare!" exclaimed a meek- -

looking man who was walking along
the street; "if you haven't knocked my
hat into the mud and stepped on my pet
bunion.'

'I beg your pardon; I do, really, and
shouldn't at ail blame you for becoming
violently angry:"

"Angry, angry," repeated the mild
man, softly. uet s see; on, yes; thai
means to become offended to such
degree that one loses control of him
self,"

"Didn't you know it?"
"I had almost forgotten it You see,

I am a horse-ca- r' conductor." Wash
ington Post.

How It Happens.
Neighbor How does it happen that

your oldest daughter has consumption
while your other daughter is the picture
of health? They appear to be of ex
actly the same temperament

Hostess My oldest daughter got her
winter fashions from Paris. The othef
got hers from Canada. N. Y. Weekly.

Vo Need of Asking.
Tyler (to friend who is sneezing vio-

lently) What's the trouble? You must
have a cold.

Smallcy A cold (chew!) What the
deuce do you (chew ker chew!) think
1''' sneeze like this for if I didn't have a
cold. Texas Sittings.

Sir Charles Tenant has received of
fers of 15.000 and 20,000 consecutive
ly for Sir Joshua Reynolds' "The ForV
one'ieuer,"

4


